Lesson Plan
Poetry: I Am From poem
Unit:  What Is A Community?

Grade Level:  Third

Objective:  


Students will compose an “I Am From” poem following the example of George Ella Lyon.  Insight into the uniqueness of each student will be discussed, and poems will be coupled with the student’s original depiction of their individual “homes”. 
Materials:

· Poem: “Where I’m From” by: George Ella Lyon
· Sample student poems following the same pattern (internet)

· Paper, pencil

· Old photographs or scrapbooks of students, if available

Procedure:


1.  Following the reading of chapter 1, discuss the concept that a community is a group of people who live or work together, but often come from many different cultures and backgrounds.  This “diversity” brings richness to a community.  Lead students to an understanding that there are often surprising things we never know about friends and neighbors in our community unless given the chance to share where we have come from.    

2.  Read aloud Lyon’s poem and several student examples printed from the internet.  Discuss the voice and language used in the poems and the repeated use of the phrase “I am from.”  Talk about different lines in the poem, and get students to come up with a short list of topics that the poems speak to.   

3.  Using the overhead, or a chart, make a graphic organizer to use to record four to five “topics” the students can relate to as they think about their own lives.  Then, brainstorm several examples under each heading that students could write about, letting them give examples.  Have them include important names, relatives, events, smells, items, etc.

4.  Instruct students to make their own graphic organizer, filling in details pertaining to them that they would like to use in their poem.

5.  Once their organizer is complete, have students begin their poem.  Remind students to repeat a familiar phrase like “I am from” throughout their writing.  Monitor progress while students are writing.  

6.  After students all have a good start on their poems, have the class share what they have written so far within small teams of 3-4 students.  Encourage students to give feedback as to what they like, and how the writer used word choice to create mental images.


7.  Allow students time to finish, edit and complete final drafts of their poems.


8. Display completed poems on student’s desks during a Parent’s Open House night along with a self-portrait of the student, if time permits.  The poems could also be bound together into a class book and put into the classroom library to checkout throughout the year for reading.
Statewide Standards:

Language Arts:  
Standard 2:  Writing Process

3.LA.3.1.1  Generate ideas using prewriting strategies (graphic organizer)
3.LA.3.1.5  Plan writing to produce a piece of writing within a set time  

       period.
3.LA.3.3.2  Revise draft by adding details to enhance audience 

       understanding.
3.LA.3.3.4  Use literary models to refine writing style.

3.LA.3.5.1  Share writing with intended audience.


Standard 3:  Writing Applications


3.LA.4.1.2  Write rhymes, poems, or songs that include sensory details.
Social Studies:


Standard 1:  History
3.SS.1.1.3  Compare different cultural groups in the community, including   

        their distinctive foods, clothing  styles, and traditions.
3.SS.1.1.4  Identify and describe ways families, groups, tribes and  

        communities influence the individual’s daily life and personal choices.
Evaluation:

Rubric:  Checks will be given and totaled in boxes best corresponding to the students work.  
	Effort
	Student spent a great deal of time on task, and maintained a positive attitude throughout assignment.
	Student was on task most of the time, and did what was expected of him/her
	Student put forth minimal effort during work time, and did not follow through with given assignments.

	Word Choice


	Student created vivid imagery through expressive word choice and varied phrases throughout poem.
	Student attempts use of expressive words and varied phrases within parts of the poem.
	Student employed overly used words and common phrases throughout most of the poem.  Images created are weak.

	Voice
	You can clearly hear the student’s own voice within the lines of the poem.  Words and phrases come alive!  
	Student makes an attempt to add his/her own voice to poem.  Inconsistent voice throughout poem.
	Very little or no voice is evident in the poem.  It could have been written by anyone, and sounds “generic” in nature.

	Grade of Project:
	Excels
	Meets Standards
	Needs Improvement


*  The underlined letters “E”, “M” and “N” correspond to the letter grades assigned on the student’s report card grades in the Meridian School District for third grade.

